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PART I-BACKGROUND

INTRODUcnON

The College Park/ldlewild Neighborhood Plan area consists of 89 acres located east of
Downtown Raleigh and includes dte area bounded by Oakwood Avenue to dte North, Raleigh
Boulevard to the East, along Boyer Street properties to dte South and along the rear of the
Heck Street properties to the West. This predominantly single-family residential area is
within close proximity to downtown Raleigh and is adjacent to St. Augustine's College.
Approximately 1,400 people live in the College Park/ldlewild neighborhood study area.

NEIGHBORHOOD HISTORY

This neighborhood plan includes two areas that developed separately. The ldlewild
neighborhood began as lots were sold in the year 1891. The College Park neighborhood began to
subdivide in 1912. The Idlewild subdivision was annexed in 1907 and College Park bec~ a
part of the Gty in 1929. The name ldlewild was given to this new area of Raleigh as Colonel
Jonathan McGee Heck started the subdivision in 1870. Its name came from a nearby ante-bellum
oome of John W. Cotton. The bourkiaries of Idlewild were 0akwO<xt Avenue, New Bern A vatue,
Tarboro Road, Swain Street and Unden Street.

In 1891 over 100 lots were offered for sale. Many of the lots were purchased by prominent
Raleigh citizens. In 1895 a new company offered an additional 64 lots for sale and the lots
along New Bern Avenue becalM the residences of some of these owners. m 1905 African-
American residmts, as property OWMrs, began to increase in ldlewild and the City of Raleigh
annexed the subdivision along with an area south of New Bern Avenue. By 1910 ldlewild had
become predominantly a black residential subdivision, many of whom were homeowners. Theremaining whites lived along New Bern Avenue and Edenton Street. .

[n 1974, the Raleigh Planning Department publication entitled "Raleigh Neighborhoods"
reported that Idlewild and College Park communities contained most of the deteriorating and
dilapidated housing in the City. It further noted that these areas were at risk for additional
deterioration due to d'.e high density residmtial zoning and a high percentage of elderly
residents. In 1975, the Raleigh City Council designated sections of Idlewild and College Park
as the first redevelopment area in the City.

College Park is a twentiedt century subdivision that was developed by D. J. Fort, Jr. As early as
19U, Fort began to acquire land beyond the City Limits between St. Augustine's Normal School
and Lincom Park subdivision. In time the area grew into a community of African-Americans
most of woom were ho~wners and many who were employed at St. Augustine's. Fisher Street
was College Park's easternmost boundary in 1929. Later, dte 1942 Oty directory described this
neighbo~ as a subdivision north of New Bern Avenue to Oakwood avenue and east of St.
Augustine avenue to the City Umits. By dtis date Waldrop Street was in place but not
developed.
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